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This study belongs to the field descriptive research which is interested in the
phenomenon's by describe and analyze them. It relies on audience study to
reach reliable and accurate results. The study was applied to a simple random
sample of its quantity. By 390 students from King Abdul-Aziz University.

Keywords: Digital Media — Motives — Uses and Gratification.
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Motives for Saudi University Students' Use of Digital Media and
its Gratification: A Survey Study

Ahmed Muhammad Qerran Al-Zahrani
qurran@hotmail.com
Assistant Professor of Journalism and Media,
College of Communication & Media,
King Abdul-Aziz University

Abstract

The digital media is one of the most important means of information
that university students use in their daily lives, whether in the field of study or
in the process of communicating with others, knowing news, events and
obtaining information, as it is easy to use and accessible to all at the lowest cost.
This study sought to know the motives for the use of the Saudi universities’
students of the digital media and the repletion that have been achieved, where |
reached a number of results, among the most prominent among them is that the
paper journalism did not have a presence in the opinion of the study sample and
was not among the uses of university students, where the result (8.5%). This
result indicates the loss of the paper journalism to the most important segment
of its readers is the universities’ students. The Facebook ranked last in their
preferences in the digital media, it is the opposite in previous studies in some
Arab countries that have found that college students prefer Facebook more than
other social media.

| concluded that the digital media meets their needs and that the most
important repletion achieved for them is that they made them more educated
and with 81% of the sample population, and that it introduced them to various
events and issues, and allowed them to acquire new skills that would benefit
them in their studies. The most positive advantages were the ease of obtaining
information, with a large percentage of 84.4%, and 82.6% felt that its most
significant disadvantage is spreading rumors, spreading extremist ideas and
Imaginary information, and wasting time and spreading racism and leads to
laziness.

This study found a correlation statistically significant between the intensity
of universities’ students use of the digital media and between Twitter,
WhatsApp, Snap Chat and Blogs; And the presence of a statistically significant
correlation between the motivations of universities’ students using the digital
media and the repletion obtained from them, also the absence of a statistically
significant correlation between the universities’ students use of the digital media
and scientific disciplines, and the presence of statistically significant differences
between the ritual motives for the use of the digital media and scientific
disciplines, regarding the repletion, the study revealed the absence of a
correlation of statistically significant between universities’ students use of the
digital media and the type of respondents.
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